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Message from the Principal 

 

 

Term 2 

Thank you for your support regarding the 
Teachers Only Day that was held on Wednesday 
May 19.  The purpose of the professional 
learning was to provide opportunities for 
teachers to increase their understanding of the 
impending National Certificate of Education 
(NCEA) changes.  All secondary schools in 
Hamilton and the Waikato region were also 
engaged in school based professional learning in 
preparation for these changes.   

The Ministry of Education have granted 
secondary schools two further Teacher Only 
Days to prepare for the NCEA changes. These 
days will be held on in August 12 and November 
23. 

The changes were confirmed by Cabinet in 
February 2020 and are the most significant 
NCEA reform since the qualification was 
introduced in 2002.  

Information about this reform can be accesses 
from the following link: 

NCEA Change Package 

The NCEA Change Programme is a work 
programme led by the Ministry of Education to 
deliver the package of seven changes aimed at 
strengthening NCEA: 

1. Make NCEA more accessible 

2. Equal status for mātauranga Māori in NCEA 

3. Strengthen literacy and numeracy 
requirements and assessments 

4. Fewer, larger standards 

5. Simplify NCEA's structure 

6. Clearer pathways to further education or work 

7. Keep NCEA Level 1 optional 

The focus of teacher professional learning was 
on Mana oorite mo te maatauranga Maaori (point 
2 above) and strengthening literacy and 
numeracy requirements (point 3 above).  The 
day was productive and teachers benefited 
greatly from the learning that took place.  

The Mana Oorite Mo Te Maaturanga Maaori 

Mana oorite mo te maaturanga Maaori is 
committed to equivalence of recognition and 
resourcing for learning that is underpinned by 
Maaori values.  Commitment to this particular 
change means that the Ministry of Education will 

need to ensure that resourcing is provided to 
enable schools to offer the programmes that are 
espoused in this particular change.  Maaori 
respondents to research that paved the way for 
this particular change expressed their concerns 
around an NCEA system which is not equitable 
for Maaori, and disadvantages too many 
aakonga (students) from experiencing success 
as Maaori.  The Ministry of Education have 
emphasised that it is fundamental that there is 
parity for maatauranga Maaori within NCEA, and 
that it has equal value as other bodies of 
knowledge.  

For more information about this change you can 
access the following short video:  

https://vimeo.com/336199941 

The Strengthening of NCEA Literacy and 
Numeracy Requirements 

The existing NCEA literacy and numeracy 
assessment structures can result in some 
students not having their literacy and numeracy 
skills explicitly assessed before they receive an 
NCEA.  Instead, students are assumed to have 
sufficient literacy and numeracy if they succeed 
in 20 credits worth of ‘literacy-and-numeracy-rich’ 
standards.  Information gathered by the review of 
the Ministry of Education showed that the 
assessment of achievement and unit standards 
in many cases was not providing reliable 
information about whether students were literate 
and numerate.  This change is designed to 
improve the learning, teaching, and assessment 
of NCEA literacy and numeracy.  

For more information about this change you can 
access the following short video:  

https://vimeo.com/336206484 

June 4
 
Teacher Only Day 

On June 4, Fairfield College will be joining with 
other schools and ECEs in our Kaahui Ako to 
participate in professional learning that is 
designed to improve our effectiveness to engage 
with our Mana Whenua (Ngaati Wairere).  We 
will also be listening to speakers that will assist 
each school to plan, implement, and review the 
History of Aotearoa Curriculum that is aligned 
with our Local Curriculum.  

The name of our Kaahui Ako is Te Pae Here. 
Information about Te Pae Here can be found at 
this link: 

https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/know-your-
col/col/profile-and-contact-details?col=99132 

A highlight of the day is the release of a website 
that Te Pae Here and Ngaati Wairere are 
collaboratively developing.  This website will 

https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/NCEA-Change-Package-2019-Web.pdf
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-1-make-ncea-more-accessible
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-2-equal-status-matauranga-maori-ncea
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-3-strengthen-literacy-and-numeracy-requirements-and-assessments
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-3-strengthen-literacy-and-numeracy-requirements-and-assessments
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-4-fewer-larger-standards
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-5-simplify-nceas-structure
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-6-clearer-pathways-further-education-or-work
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/change-7-keep-ncea-level-1-optional
https://vimeo.com/336199941
https://vimeo.com/336206484
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/know-your-col/col/profile-and-contact-details?col=99132
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/know-your-col/col/profile-and-contact-details?col=99132
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include narratives from Ngati Wairere that will assist schools 
develop their local curriculum.  We are fortunate to be 
partnering with Website Angels in the development of the 
website.  The table to the right gives you an idea of the numbers 
that will be attending and significance of the event.  I have also 
attached a flyer of the event to inform you of the areas that we 
will be focussing on.  

The professional learning that we will be engaging in is linked to 
the priorities that the Board of Trustees has identified in the 
Charter regarding our commitment to be continuously improving 
our capacity to be culturally responsive to the learning needs of 
our students and their whaanau. 

 

 

 

Ngaa mihi nui 

Richard Crawford 

PRINCIPAL 

On Wednesday the 13th of April we held a 
special ANZAC assembly to commemorate 
those who lost their lives in war and honour 
returned servicemen and women.  
We were privileged once again to hear from 
Major Retired Sean O’Brien, our guest 
speaker, who shared with us the importance 
of ANZAC Day as New Zealanders.  We 
then watched a video presentation from the  
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern who paid 
tribute to all those who have given their lives 
in service for our country.  
The Ode of Remembrance was read by 
Year 13 students Will Rex and in Maaori by 
Sammy Turu. 
After assembly we gathered at the front of 
school for the raising of the flag by Major 
Retired O’Brien.   
We are grateful to Ngati  
Wairere  
kaumatua  
who opened and  
closed our  
assembly  
with  
Karakia. 

 

 

 

 

Major retired Sean O’Brien preparing  
to raise the flag 

Head Students Emma Irwin and Tonga Finau represented 
our kura at the Civic Commemorative Service  

Winners of FFC Junior Writing Week  

 
 

Year 99nine99789 
Category: Haiku 
 Ist Place -  Angel-Lee Ese (9C) 
 2nd Place -  Blair Crosby (9A) 
 3rd Place -  Rongomai Asher (9C) 
Category: Flash Fiction 
 1st Place -  Blair Crosby (9A) 
 2nd Place -  Aria Zijlstra (9B) 
 3rd Place -  Leia Cadman (9A) 
Category: Year 9 Camp 
 1st Place - Lily Lye (9B) 
Students winning writing will be published in FFC School Magazine 2021. 

Year ten 
Category: Flash Fiction 
 1st Place - Samuel Mackenzie (10H) 
 2nd Place - Abbey Richardson (10H) 
Category: Christina Rossetti- Style Poem 
 1st Place - James Lanigan (10H) 
 2nd Place - Lily Kjoss (10C) 
Category: The Prime Minister’s Visit 
 1st Place - Warakihi Te Kata-Ranapia (10D) 

Head Students and Whaea Vinnie pictured with Ngati 
Wairere kaumatua 
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FORMAL ATTIRE DRESS UP DAY 
The theme for our first Dress Up day in 2021 was ’Formal Attire’. On 
Friday March 12th, staff and students were seen looking particularly 
smart. This competition was extremely close, with Kakepuku beating 
Pirongia by the narrowest of margins.  
Results: 
1st Kakepuku  0.80 (pts/pp) 2nd Pirongia 0.79 (pts/pp) 
3rd Karioi  0.77 (pts/pp) 4th Maungatautari 0.60 (pts/pp) 
 
Tug of war competition 
There was an air of anticipation as 
the whole school merged into the 
Kelly Gym for our end of term 
event,  as both the Haka and Tug of 
War competitions were unable to be 
held in 2020. 
The staff kicked off this event with 
their own highly contested round 
robin.  Pirongia, Kakepuku and 
Maungatautari all had two wins and 1 loss so ended up in a three way tie for 1st place. 
Congratulations to RB, KC, PC and ME for winning their respective competitions earlier in the term and earning the right to 
compete against each other.  Overall, Karioi won the Tug of War for 2021. 
 
 
HAKA competition 
Our Haka competition followed the Tug of War.  Maungatautari was randomly drawn to go first.  Our five visiting judges were 
very impressed with all the performances they saw, including the culmination of the event with the whole school performing the 
Haka together. 
It was extremely close, but Kakepuku just edged out Pirongia for the victory. Karioi placed third and Maungatautari 4th. 

 
 

Close behind Kakepuku is 2nd place Maunga—Pirongia Winning Maunga for Inter-mountain Haka —Kakepuku Winning Maunga for Inter-mountain Haka —Kakepuku 

 
 

Inter–Mountain Tug of War Competitions—Karioi team victorious 

  WAANANGA 
AKOTAHI 

ALL STAR 
GIRLS 

ALL STAR 
BOYS 

TOTAL 
POINTS PLACING 

KARIOI 4 4 3 11pts 1ST 

KAKEPUKU 4 4 2 10pts 2ND 

MAUNGATAUTARI 4 1 4 9pts 3RD 

PIRONGIA 1 4 1 6pts 4TH  

Spine chilling mass Haka performed by whole school Maungatauri’s performance placing 4th Karioi’s performance placing 3rd 

Mountain Points Update  
Current standings after the six events that were held in Term 1: 

1st Karioi 33pts 2nd Kakepuku 32pts 

3rd Maungatautari 19pts 4th Pirongia 16pts 

Current standings in the Waananga Akotahi Competitions, at the end of Term 1: 
 KC is leading Kakepuku  —  10 points ahead of KD 
 MC & MG are jointly leading Maungatautari  —  8 points ahead of ME 
 PD is leading Pirongia  —  4 points ahead of PH 
 RD is leading Karioi  —  4 points ahead of RE 
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2021 NZSS National Wrestling Champs 
Huge congratulations to Nopera Abrams who earned himself a silver medal, with a 
win and a loss in the Junior Male 85kg category.  Nopera travelled to Katikati 
College on the 10th April along with students from 25 other schools to compete in 
the 40th edition of this annual event.  This is an awesome result for Nopera and his 
coach Pete Pouri-Lane from Hamilton Hawks Wrestling Club who weighed in as the 
smallest in his weight category. 
Waterpolo Div 2 Nationals 17/04— 20/04 
Although a win alluded the team, the girls had a couple of very close games and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  They competed with pride and 
great  sportsmanship.  Awesome work girls. Jasmine Goble, Emma and Katie Irwin, Tasha and Carly 
Terelmes and Tasmyn Leeming, combining with three Fraser High school students. 
Waikato Parafed Halberg Games 
On the 23rd—25th April the Parafed Halberg games were held at Kings College in Auckland and we 
had Jayden van Dyk competing and sister Katie assisting a competitor.  Jayden competed in the U21 
Athletics and swimming events and achieved the following results: 1st in 1500m and 50m running, 
1st in shotput and club throw, 2nd in discus, 5th in long jump and 6th in 25m breaststroke.  Katie 
attended the games as a guide for her blind friend which enabled her friend to compete in many 
events for the very first time.  What awesome results and sportsmanship from these two students. 
NISS Orienteering Champs 
Katie and Jayden van Dyk competed at the NISS Orienteering Champs held at Massey University 
Palmerston North on the 29th April—1st May.  This event has 400 competitors and as the only 
Waikato students Katie achieved a 10th placing and Jayden an 11th placing in their respective age 
groups.  Jayden and Katie then managed to attend a multi-sport training, a football tournament and a 
modern pentathlon laser run competition to finish off their school holidays.  Needless to say they 
have come to school to have a well deserved rest. 

TERm two, 2021 
MAY 

25 Honours Assembly 

26 OED300 Abseil pre-assessment 

28 Dress up Day—”Careers uniforms” 

 University of Auckland presentation 10:30am 

31—4 Samoan Language Week / Inter-mountain Football Competition 

JUNE 

1 OED100—Rock Climbing 

2 OED300—Abseil Assessment 

3 OED100—Rock Climbing 

4 Te Pae Here Staff Only Day  (no students at school) 

7 Queens Birthday—no school 

 

 

9-11 OED200 Survival Camp 

10-11 Year 13 Forklift License Workshop 

14 Careers Expo (Claudelands Event Centre) 

15 WTE Workshop 

16 School Cross Country 

17 PISA Testing 

21 Year 10 Speech Final 

22-23 Camp and Tramp 1 (Waitawheta) MRA 

25 Tough Guy/Gal Secondary Schools Event 

30—1 Camp and Tramp 1 (Waitawheta) KGI 

IMPORTANT 
UNIVERSITY  

STUDY DATES  
TERM TWO 2021 

 
MAY 
 

Thurs 27 Massey University 

presentation Fairfield 

College: 11am—

Reading Room 

Thurs 27  Victoria University 

Information Evening: 

Claudelands Arena 

6:00pm – 8:00pm 

Fri 28 University of Waikato 

Open Day: Tauranga 

Fri 28 University of Auckland 

presentation Fairfield 

College: 10:30am, 

Reading Room 
 

JUNE 
Thur 3 Lincoln University 

Information Evening:  

Waikato Diocesan 

School 4:30pm. 

Nopera Abrams receiving  
his silver medal 

  Centre photo left to right:   
Tonga Saimone Finau , Charlotte McKinnon,  Emma Irwin , Kate Bennett and Tobias  Renner  

Jayden van Dyk competing in the Waikato Parafed 
Halberg Games.  Pictured left with Ritchie McGaw. 


