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Message from the Principal 
 

Teenaa koutou e te Whaanau 
 

Congratulations Lynette Rogers 

I offer my warmest congratulations to previous Fairfield College teacher 
and current Fairfield Project Director of Education Lynette Rogers for being 
awarded the Wintec 

Secondary – Science Teacher/
Educator award at the 13

th
 annual 

Kudos Science Excellence Awards.  
Lynette’s leadership in offering 
engaging science education to students 
of all ages as part of her Fairfield 
Project role was the reason for her 
nomination. Students from Fairfield 
College and other schools are regularly 
seen with Lynette in the Kukutaruhe 
gully that surrounds the school 
engaging in practical based science 
education. I feel very fortunate that 
Fairfield College has been able to form 
a meaningful partnership with the 
Kukutaruhe Educational Trust who are 
bringing significant science educational 
and environmental benefits to Fairfield 
College and the wider Hamilton 
community.  

Fairfield College Education Review Office Report 

The school’s recent Education Review Office Report is now accessible on line and on the 
school website https://www.ero.govt.nz/review-reports/fairfield-college-19-08-2019/. There 
are many affirming observations that the report makes about school strengths and I am 
looking forward to working with the Board, staff, students, and community to strengthen these 
areas even further and develop other areas that the report highlights. 

Professional Learning Friday September 13 

To enable the school to engage in important professional learning we will be changing our 
schedule on Friday September 13. School will commence at 10:30am and finish at the usual 
time. Staff will be engaging in professional learning from 8:30am. I apologise for any 
inconvenience that this may cause. 

Board of Trustees Consultation Hui 

Thank you to parents and whaanau that attended the Board’s consultation hui that took place 
on August 13 and 15. The meeting discussed the following areas: 

• School community thoughts on the governments offer to fund each student $150 on the 
provision that all curriculum related fees are withdrawn. 

• School community thoughts on the NCEA changes.  This will be distributed in next 
weeks Ngaa Whaakaro o te Tumuaki, Principal’s Thoughts. 

• School community thoughts about skills and knowledge  that are important to develop. 

School community thoughts on the governments offer to fund each student $150 on 
the provision that all curriculum related fees are withdrawn. 

https://www.ero.govt.nz/review-reports/fairfield-college-19-08-2019/
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The financial data that the Principal presented indicated that the $150 per 
student offer would place the school in a stronger financial position. The 
data showed that the money that the school received from students in 
2018 (excluding sports fees) was $49000. Based on 600 students 
(conservative) the school would receive $90000. This would leave the 
school in a stronger financial position by $41000.  

The government’s caveat will have limited impact on Fairfield College 
because in most cases the school has already removed these fees. In 
2015, the Board implemented a fee minimization strategy that resulted in 
the school removing the majority of curriculum related costs for students.  

Based on this information and given that all other funding streams would 
remain the same the parents supported the Board accepting the 
government funding offer. 

Areas of learning and development that Parents would like FFC to 
focus on (outside of literacy, numeracy, NZQA qualifications, and 
the ability to be an effective learner) 

• Life skills 

• Good citizenship 

• Strategies to survive and thrive notwithstanding impoverishment 
(resilience) 

• Emotional intelligence 

• Developing soft-skills and those that are valued by employers 

• Tolerant 

• Problem solvers 

• Valuing diversity 

• Community mindedness (it is not all about me) 

• Taking initiative 

• Mentoring and student leadership 

• Driving 

• Shopping lists 

• Applying for IRD 

• Education around alcohol and drugs 

• Applying for IRD 

• Education around alcohol and drugs 

The Board of Trustees is using this information to design the school’s 
2020 Charter. Thanks again to parents that were able to attend the hui 
we welcome e mail communication about the three key ideas that were 
discussed at the hui. 

.   

Ngaa mihi nui 
 

Richard Crawford 
PRINCIPAL 

 

School  
Calendar 
 

TERM 3 22nd July—27th September 

TERM 4 14th October—6th December 

 

SEPTEMBER 

2—6 Tongan Language Week 

 Winter Sports Tournament 

5 ICAS Science competition 

9—13 Inter Mountain Gaming 

10—12 Year 12 OED Snow Navigation 

10 OED 300 Mountain Biking 

 Year 9 Vision & Hearing  

11 Year 11 GEO Waitomo Caves 

 Senior Subject Evening 7:00pm 

12 Year 9 Speech Finals 

13 Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival 

 Senior Student Subject Choice day—
 10:30am 

16—18 APE300 Snow Camp 

18 Year 11 Speech Finals 

19 126 years Women’s Suffrage 

 Maaori Achievement Celebration 
 Evening 

20 Cactus 6 Prizegiving 

23—27 Mental Health Awareness Week 

24 FFC Random Act of Kindness Day 

 Sports Photos 

25 FFC Kapa Haka leaves to Hawaii 

26 Sports awards Dinner 

27 Mountain Event (Big Quiz) 

 End of Term 3 

 

OCTOBER 

2 FFC Kapa Haka returns from Hawaii 

22—24 Drama assessment 

23—24 OED100/300 Mountain Biking 

28 LABOUR DAY  

30 Write that Essay: Pre-paragraphing 

31 Write that Essay: Go for Gold 
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Fairfield College School Ball  

 
 

Ferrybank Reception Centre provided a spectacular venue for our school ball this year.  With stars, 
masks, a silhouette of Paris, street lanterns and even an Eiffel tower lit up with fairy lights were 
some of the amazing props produced by the ball committee, Leonora Hippolite and Hansen Ihle.  
Thank you to the ball 
committee for a superb job 
organizing the night. 
Congratulations to the 
following students who won 
the title of:  

King: Lucas Carson 

Queen: Charlize Hammond 

Best Mask: Mercy Priscilla 

Cutest Couple: Dakota-Rain 
Reid & Taylen Pohe 

On Thursday 22 August we were privileged to hold the Pasifika Awards evening.  It was a night to remember 
for all who came.  We started out with a delicious shared Kai and were entertained by FFC Topa group and the 
girls from The Free Church of Tonga as well as songs by Monica Aogamalie and Iosefa Solomua.   

It was humbling to hear a message from Meleane Burgess our guest speaker as she 
described her determination to succeed and to never give up.  The highlight of the night 
was seeing our Pasifika students walk the stage to receive awards and to celebrate their 
success with them and their whaanau.  Top awards went to Iosefa Solomua and Kaira 
Habib who both received trophies for their contribution and dedication to Pasifika here at 
FFC.  They were also awarded $100 each.  We wish to thank all the families who 
attended and made the evening special.  A big thank you to Madhima and Brian 
Anderson for their love towards the Pasifika students and for sponsoring the prizes. 

Many thanks to our Music students who worked hard and performed in front of their 
whaanau's on Wednesday 28th August.  I was so proud of you.  Thanks to all those who 
contributed to refreshments, our floral arrangements (Andrea) and helped make the evening 
a huge success. 

To achieve an Excellence, Merit or Achieved, each Level 1 student was required to perform 
one song (vocal or instrumental); each Level 2 student was required to perform two songs 
(vocal or instrumental); and each Level 3 student was required to perform four songs (vocal 
or instrumental). 

The audience was mesmerized by the high level of performance delivered by you all and I 
look forward to many more performance assessment evenings in the future.  I felt honoured 
to be on the same stage with you.                                        Jamey Ferguson—Music Teacher 
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Inter-Maunga Netball 2019 displayed the sporting ability 
of a range of FFC students. Balance, vertical jumps, 
accuracy, timing, and speed were some of the abilities 
demonstrated throughout the week. 

Despite the wind and occasional rain, Maungatautari, 
Pirongia, and Kakepuku all came away with two 
convincing wins. Every player that jumped on court had a 
sense of urgency and determination, representing their 
Maunga 

Who would play in the 
finals was decided by 
the total of points 
scored, for and 
against.  Karioi faced 
Kakepuku for third 
and fourth. At full 
time, the score was 
eight all and it came 
down to a shootout – 
Kakepuku 
demonstrated their 
accuracy here and 
took out third place. 

Maungatautari and 
Pirongia encountered 
each other for the 
second time, with both 
teams hungry for the 
win, after a number of 
delays due to the 
weather. Pirongia 
were down some key 
players however, the 
team that showed up 
worked incredibly 
hard to counter what 
Maungatautari threw 
at them. 

Maungatautari came 
away with the win – 9 
-5 – and took back the 
title of champions 
once again.   
Maungatautari earnt 
the right to challenge 
the staff team, but the 
staff came out 
victorious.  

Thank you to the 
umpires who 
volunteered their time, 
all the players, and 
the supporters who 
showed up to cheer 
their Maunga on. 

Many thanks to those that contributed to this Newsletter issue:  

Caroline Jacobs, Toni Phillips, Jamey Ferguson, Jenny Heta, Karina Tupaea, Malgosia Cholewa and all our photographers. 

The first week of September is the start of Winter Tournament 
Week which involves our students in the following teams:  Senior 
Boys Football, Mixed Hockey, and the Open A Netball.  Stevie 
Hedge and Harry Willson will also be competing in the Rock 
Climbing Competition at Mt Maunganui.   

We wish them all best as they compete this week representing  
our school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Netball—Congratulations to the Open A Netball Team who 
secured a great win over Fraser High Schools Dev Team 32—15.  
They are the winners of the B Grade Pool 2 competition and 
received a nice trophy for the cabinet and a new ball.   

Wishing Open A Netball Team all the best as they head off to the 
Upper North Island Secondary School (UNISS) tournament in  
North Harbour this week. 
 
Special acknowledgement—to ex Fairfield College student 
Lisiate To’ofohe, who was named in the CVITO U19 Waikato 
Rugby team.  It is always good to hear of past students 
successes. 

Special acknowledgement 
to our amazing teacher 
Mrs Jenny Heta who 
represented New Zealand 
in the World Dragon 
Boating Champs in 
Thailand last month.  She 
paddled for the Senior A 
women’s team where they 
won a gold medal.   
We are so proud of you 
Mrs Heta! 


