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Message from the Principal 
 

Teenaa koutou e te Whaanau 
 

I start my comment in this newsletter by 
thanking parents and whaanau for the 
support that you have provided to 
Fairfield College over the 2019 school 
year. It has been a year of continued 
development and growth which is best 
measured by the strengthening 
performances of our students in the 
areas such as leadership, performing 
arts and culture, sports, community 
involvement, and an improvement in the 
school’s capacity to engage in our core 
business of improving learning, enabling 
progress, and raising achievement. 
 

2019 Education Reviews 
It has been a very busy year with 
significant educational reviews taking 
place at the national level. The reviews 
that I refer to are the Tomorrows School 
review and the National Certification of 
Educational Achievement review. Both of 
these reviews will have an impact on all 
New Zealand schools and I am in the 
process of discussing these changes 
with the Board of Trustees and the staff.  
I have provided links to the reports that 
have been released regarding these 
reviews. 
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/
assets/TSR/November-2019/TSR-
Government-Response-WEB.pdf 
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/
assets/Uploads/NCEA-Change-Package-
2019-Web.pdf 
I will keep you updated of school 
changes that are implemented as a result 
of these reviews. 
 

Trip to South Korea 
From November 25

th
 to December 3

rd
 I 

was privileged to travel to South Korea. 
The trip was part of the school’s plan to 
increase the school’s global profile and 
particularly in the Asia region. The trip 
was in response to an invitation that I 
received from the Principal of the 
Affiliated High School of Korea National 
University of Education (ASHkune) who 
visited Fairfield College in May 2019. 
ASHkune is located in Cheongju city 
which is approximately 180km from 
Seoul. A highlight of my trip was meeting 
with the 20 students from ASHkune that  

 
 
 
 
Fairfield College have 
agreed to host in 2020 
from February 16

th
 to 

February 23
rd

. ASHkune 
is the first sister school 
relationship that Fairfield 
College has established 
outside of China and we 
look forward to engaging in activities that 
enable our students to develop a greater 
understanding of global competencies.  

 

Visit from Putuo High School  
and Nahnai Experimental  
School 
Next year Fairfield College will  
also be hosting students from  
Putuo High School and Nahnai 
Experimental School who are from the 
Zhoushan region in China. The students 
will be at Fairfield College from February 
2 to February 8. We are currently looking 
for home stays to host these students 
during these dates.  
There is a homestay fee that you will 
receive for each student that you are 
able to host. If you have an interest in  
hosting a student please contact  
Ms Lorelle Brown for more information. 
brownl@faircol.school.nz 
 

Fairfield College Granted 
Confucius Classroom Status  

https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/TSR/November-2019/TSR-Government-Response-WEB.pdf
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/TSR/November-2019/TSR-Government-Response-WEB.pdf
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/TSR/November-2019/TSR-Government-Response-WEB.pdf
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/NCEA-Change-Package-2019-Web.pdf
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/NCEA-Change-Package-2019-Web.pdf
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/NCEA-Change-Package-2019-Web.pdf
mailto:brownl@faircol.school.nz
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Many thanks to those that contributed to this Newsletter issue:  
Jenny Heta (Year 13 Dean), Malgosia Cholewa (Deputy Principal), Gillian Hickton (LSC Manager), Mike Smith (Pathways 

Director), Carol Webb (Support Staff), Sports Co-ordinators—Toni Phillips, Vikki Rangitaawa,  
Photographers: Raj Irving, Guss Stimpson, Sue Hooper 

Earlier in the year the school in partnership with Hillcrest High 
School submitted an application to the Confucius Institute in 
China to be granted Confucius classroom status. I am happy 
to report that the work that Fairfield College has done in 
strengthening their Mandarin Language and Chinese Culture 
programme as well as assisting other schools in our region 
has been recognised by the approval of this application. The 
Confucius classroom approval is the first approval that the 
Confucius Institute that is linked to Auckland University has 
granted outside of the Auckland region. This is a great 
opportunity to work with Hillcrest High School to develop our 
programmes even further. I especially commend Fairfield 
College’s Mandarin teacher Ms Bei Wang for her excellent 
work that has paved the way for this application approval 
being granted. 
 

Ngaa Rau Huia o te Kura- Alumni Centre of 
Excellence 
Induction December 2nd 2019 
I would like to thank Fairfield College’s 1996 Mr Hadley 
Wickham for agreeing to be inducted in to the  FFC Ngaa rau 

huia o te kura, otherwise known 
as the FFC Alumni Centre of 
Excellence. At this event, we had 
representatives from Fairfield 
Intermediate and Hukanui 
Primary School, which are 
schools that Mr Wickham also 
attended.  
In 2018, the University of 
Auckland recognized Hadley as 
one of their 40 exceptional 
graduates under the age of 40. 
The university acknowledged 
Hadley for his work in the field of 
data science. Hadley is a 
statistician, and has global 
recognition in the world of 
computer programmes for writing 
the R programmes. His open 

source statistical analysis software packages simplifies data 
science and improve accessibility. The packages have been 

downloaded millions of times.  
Hadley was awarded the international 2019, Committee 
of Presidents of Statistical Societies(COPPS) award. This is 
awarded to a person under the age of 41, in recognition of 
outstanding contributions to the profession of statistics. 
Previously the award has primarily recognised highly 
theoretical contributions to statistics. This was 
the first time that it was awarded for practical 
application. Hadley is the chief scientist at 
RStudio and is an adjunct professor at 
Auckland, Rice, and Stanford Universities. 
We have selected this name Ngaa rau o te 
Huia for our Alumini Centre of excellence 
because it represents Excellence to the highest 
degree.  Ngaa rau o te Huia are the feathers of 
the Huia. The Huia bird became extinct in 1907 
and the feathers of the Huia were a revered 
treasure of Maaori that symbolised leadership 
and mana. The feathers from the tail were 
particularly prized and were worn in the hair 
and around the neck by both men and women. 
Feathers were often stored in intricately carved 
boxes called wakahuia To FFC our wakahuia is 
on the wall of our reception area and we are 
proud of those alumni that adorn the walls now 
and will adorn the walls in the future. 
 
 
 
 

 

TERM 4  

DECEMBER 

5 Ngaruawahia Day 

6 Year 9 & 10 Prizegiving 10:00am be 
seated by 9:45am 

 END OF TERM 

8 NZSS Athletics  

2020 

JANUARY 
Wed 29 New student orientation— 
 Years 10—13 
Thurs 30 Years 11 and 12 in school 
Fri 31 Year 9 and 13 in school 
FEBRUARY 
Mon 3 All students in school 
 Year 13 Camp Raglan 

School Support Staff across the country are campaigning to renegotiate their 
Collective Agreement and negotiate Pay Equity claims. Pay Equity for Teacher 
Aides is at the negotiation stage and claims for other non-teaching staff such as 
Admin staff, Librarians, Technicians etc. are underway. These campaigns need 
the support of colleagues and community to put pressure on the government. 
Pressure to pay Support Staff equitably to male dominated roles which require 
the same skills while doing similar work (not less because Support Staff are 
mostly women). These negotiation will also address job security (less fixed term 
contracts and better funding) and Career pathways (training and professional 
development). Our Support Staff appreciate your support.                                                                                                                            
          Carol Webb 

Ngaa mihi nui 
Richard Crawford 
PRINCIPAL 
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Senior Prizegiving  
 
 
 

Congratulations to all our students in Year 11-13 who received awards this year. The Senior Prizegiving Awards evening was a 
wonderful celebration of the hard work of our students and staff, and the spirit of our kura. 
It was attended by parents, whaanau, staff, members of the Board of Trustees, representatives of Fairfield Rotary Club and 
Graeme Dingle Foundation Waikato and Mr Brian Wickham.  The evening was opened with a karakia from Matua Boson and an 
uplifting performance from our Kapa Haka Group.   In the Principal’s Address, Mr Crawford mentioned again the uniqueness of 
our school, helping students to be individuals, to bring out the best in them and to be proud of who they are. 
Head Students; Jamie Rangitaawa and Tane McFadden and Deputy Head Students Miria Graham-Inia and Lucas Carson 
presented their report for 2019.  A very personal description of their growth through the year and how they had become school 
leaders which they would have never seen themselves as in Year 9.  They thanked Mr Crawford, Lorelle Brown (Principal ’s PA) 
and of course their whaaanu, in particular their mum’s for all they had done for them.  
Among the scholarships awarded, two were sponsored by the University of Otago. The Tuu Kahika Scholarship up to $13,000 
towards accommodation and tuition costs was awarded to Ellathea Fleming.  The second the Leaders of Tomorrow Scholarship 
to the value of $6,000 was awarded to Ying Xuan Chee.  There were also two new scholarships presented, the Prime Minister ’s 
Vocational Scholarship to the value of $2,000 was awarded to Corinna Johnstone and the Data Science Award awarded to 
Aidan Luke. 

Our top academic award, The Dux of Fairfield College was 
presented by Mr Brain Wickham and this year was a shared 
award that went to Abbey Brown and Ying Xuan Chee.   
The Pasifika Group preformed energetic cultural dances and 
songs, and even with a technical hitch with sound this did not 
stop them. There was also a musical interlude performed by 
three flutists who played a lively rendition of ‘Monkey 
business’. 

Scholarship Recipients 
Congratulations to the following students who received 
scholarships for 2019: 

Hour Nhoep—Recipient of the Mandarin—Confucius Institute 
Camp Scholarship; Recipient of the New Zealand China 
student camp Scholarship 

Elizabeth Bainbridge—Recipient of the Otago University 
Summer School Science Scholarship 

Wil Zijlstra-Schmidt—Recipient of the Mandarin—Confucius 
Institute Camp;  Recipient of the New Zealand China student 
camp Scholarship 

Ellathea Fleming—Recipient of the University of Otago Tuu 
Kahika Scholarship 

Corinna Johnstone—Recipient of the Prime Ministers 
Vocational Scholarship 

Majorie Chee—Recipient of the University of Otago Leaders 
of Tomorrow Scholarship 

 

 
 

Farewell Year 13 students of 2019 
We had a very busy, but memorable week farewelling our 
Year 13 students. 
On Monday November 4

th
, we had the Year 13 Graduation 

at the marae which was a lovely occasion with 
whaanau.  This was followed by activities (zorbing on the 
field, badminton in the gyms and topped off with a swim in 
the pool) and the marae sleepover. The staff were very 
thankful for the morning tea put on by the Year 13 students 
in the staffroom earlier in the day. 
Tuesday, was the traditional Toga Day and a celebration of 
students success with the Senior Prizegiving in the evening. 
To finish off the week, we had the Leavers Dinner at the 
Novotel on Thursday night. It was an entertaining evening, 
capped off with the school himene and haka. 
On behalf of all the staff at Fairfield College, I would like to wish each and everyone of you the very best as you navigate the 
next stage of you lives.  Please come back and visit us sometime and let us know how you are doing. 

Year 13 Class of 2019 

Fairfield College Dux 2019 joint recipients  
Majorie Chee and Abbey Brown 
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PIRONGIA 

PLACE 
WAANANGA  

AKOTAHI 
POINTS 

1st PF 413 

2nd PC 393 

3rd PL 384 

4th PD 357 

5th PH 354 

6th  PB 348 

KAKEPUKU 

PLACE 
WAANANGA 

AKOTAHI 
POINTS 

1st KC 395 

2nd= KH 391 

2nd= KI 391 

4th KB 370 

5th KA 361 

KARIOI 

PLACE 
WAANANGA 

AKOTAHI 
POINTS 

1st RE 410 

2nd RH 390 

3rd RF 381 

4th RD 379 

5th RB 351 

The mountain competition is all wrapped up for 
2019.  The results were announced at Senior 
Prizegiving and the shield was presented to the 
winning maunga. 
Congratulations KAKEPUKU, Champions for 
2019.   
1

st
 Place:  KAKEPUKU  73 points 

2
nd

 Place:  KARIOI   70 points 
3

rd
 Place:  MAUNGATAUTARI  52 points 

4
th

 Place:  PIRONGIA   46 points  
Thank you to all the students who have 
participated in the various competitions 
throughout the year.  Highlights of 2019 was our 

Haka competition and our Singoff.  The passion 
and energy of our students at both of these 
events is a real standout. 
A special thank you, to Year 10 student Marcus 
McCool and his team, for running the Gaming 
Competition. Also, a huge thank you to our Lead 
Teachers who have made a great contribution 
throughout the year. 
Kakepuku:  Mr Mayne & Mr Gibbard 
Karioi:  Ms Tupaea 
Maungatautari:  Ms Jacobs  
Pirongia:  Mr Teao 
 

Overall Results of the Waananga Akotahi Competition: 

 
November is an important month for our future school leavers.  Making a decision on what plan to put in place when beginning a 
post-secondary school pathway is an exciting, and yet sometimes daunting experience.  If students are considering tertiary study 
then they should be aware of the following: 
It is very important that students check the closing dates of applications for their program of study on the tertiary 
provider’s website.  If you are unsure, call them directly.  Contact Study Link on https://www.studylink.govt.nz/online-
services/apply/first-time/index.html to see if you are eligible for a student allowance, fees free and/or a student loan. 
For our students who are considering full-time or part-time employment, apprenticeships and/or vocational training it is important 
that they complete (if they haven’t already) the following details: 
An accurate and up to date Curriculum Vitae (CV).  A draft example of a Covering Letter that can be amended to suit the job 
or training opportunity that the applicant is applying for.  Gaining a Learner, Restricted and/or Full driver’s license.   
Beginning the journey on all three of these stages is incredibly important as employers do look for applicants who are 
independent and have the ability to have their own transport during the working day.  There are a range of practice tests and 
quiz’s online for gaining a driver’s license.  An IRD number, bank account and an understanding of how Kiwisaver works.  A 
willingness to persevere, learn, and to be the best that you can be in any work or study situation. 
The Ministry of Education has also created a school-leavers toolkit that has some useful information and advice so please have a 
look at the following link:  https://school-leavers-toolkit.education.govt.nz/#all-topics   If you have any questions or would like any 
assistance with the above details, please feel free to contact our Pathways Director Mike Smith on smithm@faircol.school.nz.  

2019 

A reminder to you all that junior sports awards are celebrated during the final awards prize giving on Friday 6 th December. 2019 
has been interesting one for us at FFC Sport.  With the introduction of new sporting codes, the explosion of teams competing at 
the summer and winter tournament weeks. The rebuilding of others and of course, maintaining the already busy sporting 
schedule.  THANKFUL is what we are both feeling today.  Thankful to all the people that have joined forces with us to bring these 
sporting opportunities to the students. Thankful that through the tough times you stayed the course, and finished the seasons.  
Thankful for all the time you volunteered to trainings and game days, and the time away from your own 
families.  Thankful that because of you, our students have created great memories of their time in FFC sport 
2019.  Thank you to Grassroots Trust and NZCT for your continued support and funding. 
In case it wasn’t clear we, Toni Phillips and Vikki Rangiawha, speaking on behalf of all the students that 
participated and competed in the Fairfield College sporting codes are super thankful to you all, coaches, 
managers, parents, members of the community and our awesome FFC Staff.  FFC sport 2019 was 
successful because of you all.  Thank you.  We are always looking for coaches, managers – if interested in 
helping in 2020 please contact the school office. 

MAUNGATAUTARI 

PLACE 
WAANANGA 

AKOTAHI 
POINTS 

1st= MG 398 

1st= MB 398 

3rd MD 382 

4th= MF 374 

5th= ME 373 

https://www.studylink.govt.nz/online-services/apply/first-time/index.html
https://www.studylink.govt.nz/online-services/apply/first-time/index.html
https://school-leavers-toolkit.education.govt.nz/#all-topics
mailto:smithm@faircol.school.nz

